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Course Title: Making Meaning Matter


Instructor: Stephanie Judkins and Stacey Ruff

Contact Information: Chris Smith (563) 332-5550

Location: Belmont Administration


	Dates
	Times
	Other

	June 8, 2009
	9:00-12:15 and 1:00-4:15
	Same course offered two times

	June 9, 2009
	9:00-12:15 and 1:00-4:15
	Same course offered two times

	June 10, 2009
	9:00-12:15 and 1:00-4:15
	Same course offered two times

	June 11, 2009
	9:00-12:15 and 1:00-4:15
	Same course offered two times

	June 12, 2009
	9:00-12:15 and 1:00-4:15
	Same course offered two times

	     
	     
	     


All assignments due by: June 19, 2009
Dates grades will be posted: June 26, 2009 
Course description: Research shows that students who have received explicit instruction on reading comprehension strategies have a better understanding of what they read as they apply these strategies.  Making Meaning Matter works with teachers on understanding, planning, and providing direct instruction on comprehension strategies that can be applied across the curriculum, throughout the day, throughout the year and at all grade levels.  The class will focus on the strategies of Monitoring Comprehension, Activating and Connecting Background Knowledge, Questioning, Visualizing, Inferring, Determining Importance in Text, Summarizing and Synthesizing that will be used with their students.  Teachers will receive instruction on each of these strategies, have the opportunity to practice them in adult text, and collaboratively plan with others to develop lessons for their students using these strategies.

Course outcomes and evaluation:

Course Outcomes: Teachers understand, explore, practice, plan, and utilize ways to teach their students the strategies that active, thoughtful readers use to construct meaning from text.
Evaluation:  Five lessons utilizing one or more of the following strategies: Monitoring Comprehension, Activating and Connecting Background Knowledge, Questioning, Visualizing, Inferring, Determining Importance in Text, Summarizing and Synthesizing that will be used with their students. 

Outcome: Teacher teaches their students to search for connections between what they and know and new information they encounter in the texts they read.


Evaluation: Teacher plans reflect the understanding and use of the strategies of activating and connecting background knowledge with their students.

Outcome: Teachers instruct their students to ask questions of themselves, the authors they encounter, and the texts they read.

Evaluation: Teacher plans reflect the understanding and use of the strategy of questioning with their students.
Outcome: Teacher instructs and coaches their students to draw inferences during and after reading.


Evaluation: Teacher plans reflect the understanding and use of the strategies of visualizing and inferring with their students.
Outcome: Teacher teaches their students to distinguish important from less important ideas in text.


Evaluation: Teacher plans reflect the understanding and use of the strategy of determining importance in text with their students.
Outcome: Teacher instructs their students to become adept at synthesizing information within and across texts and reading experiences.


Evaluation: Teacher plans reflect the understanding and use of the strategies of summarizing and synthesizing with their students.
Outcome: Teacher instructs and coaches their students to monitor the adequacy of their understanding and repair faulty comprehension with the texts they’re reading.
Evaluation: Teacher plans reflect the understanding and use of the strategy of monitoring comprehension with their students.
Outcome: Teacher plans and then utilizes a check for understanding that is linked to the strategy being taught.
Evaluation: Teacher plans contain a check for understand that is linked to the strategy being taught.
Grading criteria:

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Grade
	Other

	Five lessons utilizing the comprehension strategies,  addressed in this class
	June 19, 2009
	112-125 score on the rubric = A or Pass
	     


	     
	     
	100-111 score on the rubric = B or Pass
	     

	     
	     
	87-99 score on the rubric = C
	     

	     
	     
	0-74 score on the rubric = F
	     


Note:  100% attendance is required to pass any course offered through the Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency. 
Participants taking the course for Relicensure must earn an “A” or “B” to pass the course. All the course work needs to be completed.
Teacher impact statement: Teachers understand, explore, practice, plan, and utilize ways to teach their students the strategies that active, thoughtful readers use to construct meaning from text.
Student impact statement: Students will learn and apply the reading comprehension strategies.
Iowa Teaching or Leadership Standards being addressed:     
	Teaching Standard
	Leadership Standard

	Standard #2:  Demonstrates competence in content knowledge appropriate to the teaching profession.
	Standard #1:  An educational leader promotes the success of all students by facilitating the development, articulation, implementation, and stewardship of a vision of learning that is shared and supported by the school community.  (Shared Vision)



	Standard #4:  Uses strategies to deliver instruction that meets the multiple learning needs of students.
	Standard #2:  An educational leader promotes the success of all students by advocating, nurturing and sustaining a school culture and instructional program conducive to student learning and staff professional development. (Culture of Learning)



	Standard #5:  Uses a variety of methods to monitor student learning.
	

	     
	     


Outline of course content: Comprehension Strategies
	Date or Session
	Content
	Other

	June 8th
	Monitoring Comprehension

Activating and Connecting to Background Knowledge
	     

	June 9th
	Questioning
	     

	June 10th
	Visualizing and Inferring
	     

	June 11th
	Determining Importance
	     

	June 12th
	Summarizing and Synthesizing
	     

	     
	     
	     


Iowa Professional Development Model (IPDM):     
Theory: The class will be based on the research from Strategies That Work by: Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis.  Daily Five by: Gail Boushey and Joan Moser, Checking for Understanding by: Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey, and Nonfiction Reading Power by: Adrienne Gear will be referenced.
Demonstration: We will be modeling and demonstrating strategies using adult text. 
Practice: Collaboration (coaching, feedback, reflection): We will be coaching and providing feedback during teacher practice and planning daily.  Written feedback will be given on teacher prepared plans.  Teachers will do reflective sharing daily on their previous day’s planning.
Course materials: Book(s), articles to use in planning strategy lessons
Other:      
COURSE RUBRIC 
TITLE of the Course: Making Meaning Matter
Name:  Stephanie Judkins and Stacey Ruff
	OUTCOMES
	BEGINNING
	DEVELOPING
	ACCOMPLISHED
	EXEMPLARY
	SCORE

	Class Participation:
*Strategy practice

*Share lesson planning

*Reflective writing
	Score: 10
Participated in one out of three areas
	Score: 15
Participated in two out of three areas
	Score: 20
Participated in all areas
	Score: 25
Actively participated in all areas
	Total: 25

	Written Lesson Plans:
*Lesson plans contain explicit instruction on the strategies
*Lesson plans show gradual release of responsibility

*Lesson plans have a check for understanding

*Lesson plans contain methods to actively engage students
	Score: 25
Lesson plans show evidence of only one of the grading criteria and/or the grading criteria is present but is of lower quality as determined by the lesson plan rubric
	Score: 50
Lesson plans show evidence of two or three of the grading criteria and/or the grading criteria is present but shows some quality as determined by the lesson plan rubric
	Score: 75
Lesson plans show evidence of four of the grading criteria, but some areas still need development as determined by the rubric
	Score: 100
Lesson plans show evidence of all four of the grading criteria, and all four areas are of high quality as determined by the lesson plan rubric
	Total: 100

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Comments: 80% of grade reflects completed lesson plans and 20% of grade reflects attendance and participation.
Revised: 11-21-2008


